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Newsletter  

Summer 2009 

The weather has been spectacular on the Reserve for the first half of this year. We wonder what is in store 
for the second half! Firstly, we started off with a cold snap with a covering of snow that has not been seen on 
the beach possibly since 1982. This was followed by a dramatic swell wave event on February 9th, 
unseasonably stormy weather in May and a blistering spell of sunshine in early June.  
 
A fall of snow and cold temperatures combined to look and give the Chesil, the Fleet and its hinterland a 
really Arctic character for just under a week in early February Even the seaward side of the beach, and the 
tidal area of East Fleet, areas which are usually spared of snow and ice were carpeted in white. Thankfully, 
flows of freshwater into the Fleet helped to maintain ice free areas where winter wildfowl sought refuge, 
with the result that the event did not have a huge impact on wildlife  
 

 

 

Top:Ice sheeting in the mid Fleet and the snow clad hinterland. 
Left: Snow nestling in footsteps in the pebbles on the seaward side of Chesil. 

Right: Bladder wrack on the sandy mudflats at Littlesea. 
 



Management plans 
 
Many readers may know that the second World Heritage Site (WHS) Management Plan for the period 
2009-14 has been published in draft form. Designated eight years ago, our site is still the only natural one in 
England. The site is 95 miles long and basically spans the cliff top to the water’s edge. The whole of the 
Chesil and Fleet is within it. It may or may not be a surprise that only 10 people live within it! The new plan 
emphasises the exceptional quality of the site, outlines the vision for the site and describes many objectives 
to be achieved by a range of partners in the next five years and beyond to ensure that the site remains special 
and where possible enhanced. The Reserve has been invited to comment on the draft. Whilst there are some 
concerns over how changes in public access may be made in relation to health and safety and biological 
sensitivities, the contents overall are wholehearted supported. The plan describes Chesil as ‘significant for its 
geomorphology, one of the best beaches studied in the world, and its evolutionary conditions little impacted 
by man. Its habitats and species of European importance result in additional priority for protection and 
management’. 
 
The Management Plan, 2009-2014, for the Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) has 
just been published. Government confirms that the importance and protection of AONB’s are equivalent to 
those of National Parks. The plan, rather like the draft WHS plan, acknowledges the exceptional value of the 
undeveloped coastline of Dorset, specifically mentioning the Fleet and Chesil. One of the policies in the plan 
is to promote and enhance remote areas within the AONB, and the Fleet along with the southern shore of 
Poole Harbour have been specially identified as areas which should not lose their quietness through 
development pressure or increased access. The plan emphasizes that recreation is not an objective of 
designation and the need for it should be met ‘so far as it is consistent with the conservation of natural 
beauty’. As readers will know, we strongly believe that the current access arrangements for Chesil and the 
Fleet should not be changed. Opening up foreshore access would significantly damage and disturb wildlife 
interests – birds constricted to stream outfalls in the icy February weather amply illustrates the need for the 
Fleet shores to remain quiet. A celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Dorset AONB is being held in July. 
This year also marks the 60th anniversary of the establishment of the first AONBs. 
 

 
 
 
 

A draft of phase 2 of the Shoreline Management Plans has been published. Shoreline Management Plans 
address the need to assess the implications of coastal erosion following on from a sea level rise and increased 
storminess as a result of global warming. Essentially the coastline is being appraised in respect of four 
management options, which are to ‘hold the line, advance the line, managed realignment and no active 
intervention’, judged against the timescales of 20, 50 and 100 years. In general for the Chesil and Fleet land 
shore, there is to be no intervention – the natural processes are to continue. Several kilometres of the south 
eastern end of the beach however are designated to hold the line. It is recognised that if the beach here were 
to give way to any degree in a swell wave event, there will be a need to repair it and keep the Portland Beach 
Road open. 
 
The latest Chesil Bank and Fleet Plan is now available. Despite the long delay in its delivery, it is 
considered that the plan is still very valid. One of the most important aspects of the plan is the description of 
the evolution and complexities of the current management scheme, and its links to other organisations. The 
visions for Chesil and the Fleet, and other sections of the plan have been posted on the website. 

The Chesil and Fleet from Abbotsbury Hill, surely one of our most photographed views 



The Lerret, a unique boat used in seine net fishing off Chesil. 

Spirit of the Sea Festival, July 3 rd-11th.  
 
Once again we are pleased to take part in this Weymouth and Portland based event under the banner of 
‘Pebbles, Boats and the Sea’. It is planned to highlight the historic practice of seine net fishing off Chesil. A 
superb collection of photos will be shown electronically at the Chesil Centre throughout the week. A further 
collection of photos of seine fishing on the beach at Abbotsbury will be displayed in the Strangways Hall at 
Abbotsbury. 

 
 

 

Ferryman’s Way 
 
Unauthorised access to the Fleet from over the bund at Ferryman’s Way has long been a source of concern 
from both nature conservation and health and safety points-of-view. Further steps have now been taken to 
eliminate the unauthorised vehicle parking and boat storage that is associated with this practice. There are no 
public car parking and boat slipping facilities here, but slipping and parking for a reasonable fee is available 
at the nearby BWH boatyard on the Portland Beach Road. 
 

Litter Summit 
 
A very successful one day seminar was held in the National Weymouth and Portland Sailing Academy in 
April. Presentations on a number of topics by representatives of prominent organisations were made. 
Seemingly, litter found on the coast whether it comes in from the sea or from the land continues to be a 
challenge. Marine litter is now proportionally less than rubbish left by local people and visitors. There are 
numerous excellent initiatives being taken to reduce seaborne material. On the land much litter clearing is 
taken place but there appears to be a lot of work to do in respect of the management of litter. There are 
worries about the resources required to clear land based litter, and relatively few proactive measures exist to 
prevent littering. Perhaps most worrying of all, an increasing number of members of the public expect the 
same level of facilities to discard their litter in coastal countryside as in the urban coast. 
 
Here on the Reserve, we continue to experience problems, and from the rubbish that we are collecting and 
analysing can support the conclusion that most of is being discarded by visitors, and particularly by anglers. 
 
Whilst plastic litter on the Fleet land shore brought in tidally 
and blown in from Chesil are an on-going problem, larger 
items such as this drum of polyglycerol sulphate are thankfully 
rare. Such containers have firstly to be identified and made 
safe by the Fire Brigade, and then collected and appropriately 
disposed of by the land owner. Thankfully in this case the 
contents of the drum were not toxic and the drum did not burst. 
Nevertheless, the management of this one item alone had a 
physical impact on the land shore, and the costs involved in 
dealing with it were considerable.  
 



Bird Highlights Of The Fleet - Winter 2008/2009 
 
The rarest birds on the Fleet over the 2008/2009 winter period were undoubtedly the two Black Brants 
(Pacific Brent Geese) that accompanied the regular Dark-bellied (Russian) Brent Goose flock. Up to 36 
Pale-bellied (Atlantic) Brent Geese were also present – their numbers seemingly increasing on the Reserve 
every year.  Other scarce wildfowl included four Whooper Swans and a Pink-footed Goose at Ferrybridge. 
The duck highlights were more predictable with a couple of Long-tailed Ducks, several Goosanders and up 
to 18 Scaup. Scarcer grebes were represented by one or two Black-necked and Slavonian Grebes. The only 
large wading birds of note were all seen on the 3rd January – with a Cattle Egret at Abbotsbury and eight 
Spoonbills at Lynch Cove. Of the smaller waders the odd Jack Snipe, Knot , Sanderling and Little Stint  
were most noteworthy but a flock of 300 Golden Plover was a good count by recent standards. No rare gulls 
were reported but one or two Glaucous and Little Gulls  were seen and the increasing winter 
Mediterranean Gull flock peaked at 170. Scarcer raptors were represented by regular reports of single 
Marsh and Hen Harriers and the occasional Red Kite and several Merlins  and Short-eared Owls were 
seen. Scarcer passerines included two unseasonal Serins at Langton Herring in January, one, possibly two, 
Yellow-browed Warblers in the Langton/Moonfleet area in November, the occasional Firecrest and several 
Black Redstarts in the Ferrybridge/Bridging Camp area. As a result of a special project being carried out by 
Steve Hales in the Abbotsbury Swannery reed beds to colour ring White Wagtails, the Continental race of 
the Pied Wagtail, an individual ringed by Steve in the autumn of 2008 has been observed on the beach at 
Finisterre, France. 
 
 

 
The White Wagtail, identified as an individual by its colour rings. Short-eared Owl at Camp Road, 

December 2008.Spoonbills over The Fleet, January 2009. 
 

Volunteers on the Reserve 
 
As with most if not all conservation organisations, 
voluntary help is all important. Many projects 
could not be undertaken without it and nature 
would suffer as a result of this. We are particularly 
lucky to have the support of a number of local 
people greeting visitors at the Chesil Centre, 
assisting with the Fleet Observer, surveying and 
carrying out practical and environmental tasks. 
This spring volunteers enjoyed a trip to Portland 
Bill which included a visit to the Bird Observatory 
where we were kindly given a presentation by the 
Warden, Martin Cade, and the Lighthouse 
Information Centre. We are pleased to welcome 
two new members this year, Jenny Harris and 
Adrian Neal. 

 

Chesil volunteers at Portland Bill 



Fleet Observer 
 
As readers may remember in the last two issues of this newsletter, we have appealed for funds to cover the 
costs of the extensive refit recently carried out on the boat. It is a pleasure to report that the appeal brought in 
a stunning response from members of the public with over £13,000 being received. We are also grateful for a 
grant of £3,000 awarded from the AONB Sustainable Development Fund. Whilst we are still short of our 
target which in the end amounted to over £18,000, it is a great relief to have cleared most of our debt and 
receive such a show of support for this small but special project. The boat has made a promising start to this 
season, with more chartered work being undertaken than during the whole of 2008, including taking part in 
the Portland Court Leet’s Septennial Beating of the Bounds. We welcome new skippers, Paul Fitzgerald and 
Jim Edge. 
 

 

 

 

Chesil Little Tern Recovery Project 
 
With the colony of Little Terns based on the beach at Ferrybridge dwindling in size, and its productivity in 
recent seasons being so poor, an all out effort has been made by Natural England and the RSPB in 
conjunction with the Reserve to reverse the situation. Among the project proposals are wardening coverage 
around the clock, the introduction of a new anti-fox electric fencing and diversionary feeding  of locally 
breeding Kestrels. At the time of writing however, mid June, the number of Little Terns in the area is few 
and nesting is not occurring. 
 

 
Mark Smart, warden of the RSPB’s Great Yarmouth’s highly successful little tern colony demonstrates a 

fencing system that has been used successfully on the East Coast. These Kestrel nestlings of one pair of were 
provided with appropriate food daily, placed on a ledge near the nest for the adults to give to them. 

 

The Fleet Observer and an Army boat transport guests to Portland’s Beating of the Bounds Ceremony on 
Chesil .Some Fleet marine life. 



Events 
 
Sat 04 Jul Summer Flowers at Ferrybridge 
Come down and accompany our local guide on a 
walk to look at the flora in this fascinating area. 
Meet Chesil Centre, 10:30. Children £2, adults £3. 
Sun 19 Jul Walk at Ferrybridge 
Chesil and the Fleet has a broad range of habitats and 
is of vast historic importance. Meet Chesil Centre, 
10:00. Children £2, adults £3. 
Thu 23 Jul Low Tide Walk at Pirates Cove 
Join us on a walk looking at the underwater life 
exposed at low tide. See anemones, sea squirts, crabs 
and much more with our local guide. Meet Camp Rd, 
14:00. Children £2, adults £3. 
Fri 24 July The Great Swan Round Up 
Every two years the Fleets swans are rounded up, to 
gather scientific information. Nearly 1,000 swans 
may be viewed as they are gently herded to the head 
of the Fleet Lagoon at Abbotsbury. Join the Fleet 
Warden on a two mile walk to view the event at the 
Fleet side itself. Meet 14.00 Abbotsbury Swannery 
Car Park 
Sun 02 Aug Fossils at Pirates Cove 
As the tide falls leaving the Fleet foreshore exposed, 
now is the perfect time to explore the seabed for 
fossils. Join one of our guides to help you identify 
your finds. Meet Camp Rd, 10:30. Children £2, 
adults £3. 
Sat 08 Aug Low Tide Walk at Ferrybridge 
Join us on a walk looking at the underwater life 
exposed at low tide. See anemones, sea squirts, crabs 
and much more with our local guide. Meet Chesil 
Centre, 14:30. Children £2, adults £3. 
Fri 21 Aug Low Tide Walk at Pirates Cove 
Join us on a walk looking at the underwater life 
exposed at low tide. See anemones, sea squirts, crabs 
and much more with our local guide. Meet Camp Rd, 
13:30. Children £2, adults £3. 
Sat 29 Aug Walk at Ferrybridge 
Chesil and the Fleet has a broad range of habitats and 
is of vast historic importance. Meet Chesil Centre, 
10:00. Children £2, adults £3. 
Sun 06 Sep Low Tide Walk at Ferrybridge 
Join us on a walk looking at the underwater life 
exposed at low tide. See anemones, sea squirts, crabs 

and much more with our local guide. Meet Chesil 
Centre, 14:00. Children £2, adults £3. 
Sat 19 Sep Autumn clean along the Fleet 
Why not come down to help us clean up the Fleet 
foreshore. Contact the Chesil Beach Centre for more 
details. TBA, 10:00.    
Sat 03 Oct Scavenger Hunt 
Come down to Chesil as we explore the natural 
treasures, flotsam and jetsam thrown up by storm 
waves. Meet Chesil Centre, 14:00. Children £2, 
adults free! 
Sat 17 Oct West Fleet Walk 
Chesil and the Fleet has a broad range of habitats and 
is of vast historic importance. On this walk we take a 
look at one of the more secluded parts of the Fleet. 
Meet Abbotsbury Swannery, 10:30. Children £2, 
adults £3.     
Sun 01 Nov Fossils at Ferrybridge 
As the tide falls leaving the Fleet foreshore exposed, 
now is the perfect time to explore the seabed for 
fossils. Join one of our guides to help you identify 
your finds. Meet Crab House Café, 10:30. Children 
£2, adults £3. 
Sat 14 Nov Walk at Ferrybridge 
Chesil and the Fleet has a broad range of habitats and 
is of vast historic importance. Meet Chesil Centre, 
10:00. Children £2, adults £3. 
Sat 21 Nov Wintering Birds on the Fleet 
Take a walk along the Fleet with a local guide 
looking at the wintering birds on the Fleet, including 
waders, wildfowl and gulls. Meet Fleet Church, 
14:00. Children £2, adults £3.      
Sat 05 Dec West Fleet Walk 
Chesil and the Fleet has a broad range of habitats and 
is of vast historic importance. On this walk we take a 
look at one of the more secluded parts of the Fleet. 
Meet Abbotsbury Swannery, 14:00. Children £2, 
adults £3. 
Sat 19 Dec Pebble Quest 
What do you know about pebbles? How many types 
are there? Where did they come from? Meet Chesil 
Centre, 14:00. Children £2, adults £3. 

 
This newsletter has been compiled by Don Moxom with grateful thanks for articles and photos contributed 
by Brett Spencer, David Carter, Geoff Poole, Cliff Rogers, Steve Groves, Steve Hales and Stuart Morris. 
 
Please forward your email address if you would like to receive this newsletter as a PDF file; this gives you 
full colour and would provide environmental and financial savings. 
 

Reserve Office and Chesil Beach Centre, Portland Beach Road, Portland, Dorset. DT4 9XE 
Email: reserve@chesil.fsworld.co.uk Website: www.chesilbeach.org 


